
Jennifer Wrigley

Jennifer Wrigley is highly respected globally not only as a 
world class fiddler but as an ambassador for traditional Orkney 
music. She is internationally recognised as one of the leading 
fiddle players and traditional composers to come out of 
Scotland in recent years; influencing and inspiring players all 
around the world. Her style reflects ages of musicianship that 
has been passed down aurally from her heroes in Orkney. She 
is a previous winner of the BBC Young Tradition Award and 
Nominee for BBC Alba Instrumentalist of the Year.

She is a recent ‘Associate Artist’ at the Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland Traditional Music Degree and was awarded first place 
for her composition 'An Orkney Tribute to Dr Edvard Kobal of 
the Slovenian Science Foundation' in a National Tune Writing 
Competition run by the National Association of Accordion and 
Fiddle Clubs.

Jennifer is was one of eight musicians, chosen from over 200 
seriously competitive ‘Sound and Voice’ applications received from artists representing all musical 
genres right across the UK, to take part in ‘New Voices’ - an artist development programme that 
supports composers at pivotal stages of their careers to explore new ideas, new sounds and new 
music. 

Alongside her twin sister Hazel, performing as celebrated duo ‘The Wrigley Sisters’ and with six-
piece Scottish folk band ‘Seelyhoo’, she has recorded over a dozen albums, undertaken three world 
tours, visited forty-seven countries (including fifteen trans-Atlantic trips) and appeared in countless 
television and radio productions.

Together, Jennifer and Hazel have worked with many internationally renowned artists such as 
Evelyn Glennie, Dougie Maclean, Dick Gaughan, Aly Bain and Phil Cunningham to name a few. 
Additionally, Jennifer has worked with 'Live Music Now', a charitable initiative created by Yehudi 
Menuhin and patronized by Prince Charles, delivering musical programmes to the elderly, young 
and disadvantaged in a range of health and care settings.

Jennifer has written and arranged over 200 tunes which have been recorded and performed 
worldwide by artists including Liz Doherty, Alasdair Fraser, BT Ensemble, Trondheim Soloists and 
BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra.

Glasgow Herald – ‘Jennifer's multifaceted fiddling - ranging from coquettish twists to full-blooded 
expression-as well as her consistently high-quality tunesmithery’

She set up and ran with her sister ‘The Reel’ in the heart of Kirkwall, a teaching and performance 
venue for Orkney traditional music, enjoyed by thousands of Orkney folk and visitors alike, neatly 
combined six fully equipped teaching rooms, a licensed café bar, performance and rehearsal 
spaces and Orkney’s only music shop, serving as a highly popular, central cultural hub for all ages. 
It was the only music school dedicated to Orkney music and culture. It had a worldwide reputation 



for excellence. Sadly ‘The Reel’ was forced to permanently close in 2020 due to financial problems 
in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Following 16 years dedicated to ‘The Reel’ in Orkney, Jennifer now continues to dedicate her life to 
teaching, sharing and promoting Orkney music at home in Orkney and to her students all round 
the world online.  

It is rare to find such an advanced player with the understanding of a true traditional fiddle style 
who can also teach to the highest technical standard – anyone who wants to improve their 
technique, or their general understanding of the fiddle should not miss any opportunity to learn 
with Jennifer.

________________________________________________________________________________

Email: mail@jenniferwrigley.com
Website: www.jenniferwrigley.com

Mailing Address: Schiehallion, Grandon Road, Finstown, Orkney, UK, KW17 2ER 
Contact Jennifer on +44 7743 494 380

Link to high resolution photos: https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ajt8fidxrqk4fbzyfc413/ALYfcmK-
eP_0LeUTxGnVsOk/Individual%20Shots/Jennifer?
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https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ajt8fidxrqk4fbzyfc413/ALYfcmK-eP_0LeUTxGnVsOk/Individual%20Shots/Jennifer?rlkey=ubm2qkozdftjq0jargrd1cmfx&subfolder_nav_tracking=1&st=v0u78jfr&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ajt8fidxrqk4fbzyfc413/ALYfcmK-eP_0LeUTxGnVsOk/Individual%20Shots/Jennifer?rlkey=ubm2qkozdftjq0jargrd1cmfx&subfolder_nav_tracking=1&st=v0u78jfr&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ajt8fidxrqk4fbzyfc413/ALYfcmK-eP_0LeUTxGnVsOk/Individual%20Shots/Jennifer?rlkey=ubm2qkozdftjq0jargrd1cmfx&subfolder_nav_tracking=1&st=v0u78jfr&dl=0

